
 

 
TAB NECKLACE 
 
The blue shapes represent slab turquoise, the red 
represents heishi. Heishi are beads made by 
making a string of drilled nuggets, then rolling the 
nuggets against a grindstone until there is only a 
narrow cylinder of stone left around the string. 

 

 
SQUASH BLOSSOM NECKLACE 
 
The gray circles represent handmade, hollow silver 
beads, the silver arrows represent the flower-
shaped blossom beads, which sometimes have 
turquoise incorporated on them as shown. The 
silver U-shaped feature is a naja, in this case with 
turquoise stones set at the terminations. 

 

ROLLED TURQUOISE BEAD NECKLACE 
 
The blue forms represent turquoise heishi. The 
main necklace is a string of turquoise cylinders 
formed into a continuous snake-like necklace. The 
two loops are called joclas. These were originally 
ear pieces that were attached to the necklace 
when not worn on the ears. Now these necklaces 
may some with the joclas permanently attached to 
the necklace. 

 


